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Ethics panel appeals ruling that allows lobbyists to give gifts, money to lawmakers  

http://www.kentucky.com/news/politics-government/article157376319.html 

The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission unanimously voted Wednesday to appeal a recent federal 
court ruling that allows lobbyists to give gifts and campaign donations to state lawmakers.  

“We thought it too important not to appeal,” said commissioner chairman George Troutman after the 
panel met in closed session for 23 minutes to discuss the litigation.  

Earlier this month, U.S. District Judge William O. Bertelsman in Covington struck down part of Kentucky’s 
legislative ethics code, ruling that state lawmakers can accept gifts from lobbyists and that lobbyists can 
make campaign contributions to candidates for the state legislature.  

The ruling was a victory for state Sen. John Schickel, R-Union, and two Libertarian political candidates 
who sued in September 2015 to overturn state laws limiting campaign donations to $1,000 and 
prohibiting gifts to legislators from lobbyists.  

Bertelsman declined to rule on the issue of campaign contribution limits, saying the issue is moot 
because the legislature this year doubled the limit. He did, however, rule that legislators cannot set up 
caucus campaign committees, which give unlimited contributions to campaigns. Caucus campaign 
committees gave nearly $800,000 to winning campaigns in Kentucky’s 2016 elections.  

In their lawsuit, the politicians argued that the ethics laws violate their constitutional rights to free 
speech and equal protection by restricting their access to people who want to help them.  

State regulators countered that the laws were meant to prevent bribery at the state Capitol. Most of the 
rules were enacted after Operation BOPTROT, an FBI investigation in 1992 that exposed 15 current or 
former legislators who sold their votes. Don Blandford, the House speaker, was among those sent to 
prison.  

Defendants in the case were the Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission and the Kentucky Registry of 
Election Finance, which oversees campaign spending.  

Six members of the ethics commission were present at Wednesday’s special meeting and all voted for 
appealing the federal judge’s ruling to the U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati. Two members 
— Tom Jensen of London and Bob Fulkerson of Louisville — were absent. The panel has one vacancy.  

Troutman said the commission will continue to use lawyers from Attorney General Andy Beshear’s office 
in the appeal.  

http://www.kentucky.com/news/politics-government/article157376319.html


John Steffen, executive director of the Kentucky Registry of Election Finance, said Wednesday his agency 
“still is assessing our options and will decide by the deadline Monday on a possible appeal.”  

The registry is using its own in-house counsel for legal representation in the case, he said.  

Beshear has called the judge’s order “a very dangerous decision that opens the door for a significant 
amount of corruption.”  

Under the order, a lobbyist pushing a certain bill could give legislators gifts or campaign contributions 
that could influence the vote, Beshear said.  

The Kentucky Chamber of Commerce publicly urged the two state agencies to appeal the ruling and 
urged other groups that lobby the General Assembly to take similar action “to maintain the state’s 
current ethics system.”  

“Kentucky has strong ethics laws which have guided us in the years since BOPTROT, kept our political 
system relatively clean and discouraged a ‘pay to play’ mentality,” said Dave Adkisson, president and 
CEO of the chamber. “It would be a disservice to the citizens of the commonwealth to roll these reforms 
back. We urge the defendants of this lawsuit to file an appeal to maintain ethical boundaries in our 
legislative process.” 

 

 

The State Journal 
June 23, 2017 

Editorial: Judge’s tossing of ethics law to get much-needed review  

http://www.state-journal.com/2017/06/23/editorial-judges-tossing-of-ethics-law-to-get-much-needed-
review/ 

We were cheered by the Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission’s unanimous vote Wednesday to 
appeal a federal judge’s order allowing lobbyists to donate to political campaigns.  

Commission Chairman George Troutman told the Lexington Herald-Leader that the issue is “too 
important not to appeal.” We agree.  

U.S. District Judge William Bertelsman this month struck down most of Kentucky’s ethics law regulating 
contact between lawmakers and lobbyists. He said the state’s ban on lobbyists giving gifts to lawmakers 
and making political donations — among the ethics laws adopted in the mid-1990s after 22 lobbyists 
and lawmakers were charged with giving and taking bribes — violated their First Amendment rights. 

 Indeed, some problems with applying the ethics rules were correctly noted in the lawsuit filed by 
Republican Sen. John Schickel, R-Union, and in Bertelsman’s ruling. The judge determined that 
restrictions on offering “anything of value” were too vague and indiscernible even to people of 
reasonable intelligence.  

But vague language in a statute shouldn’t mean throwing out the proverbial baby with the bathwater. 
As the appeal of Bertelsman’s decision proceeds through the courts, we hope the General Assembly will 
be proactive, revisit the statute and clear up any confusing text.  

Somewhere between a harmless cup of coffee for a legislator and the bad old days of outright 
votebuying in state government lies an opportunity for Kentucky to have reasonable restrictions on 
lobbyists that ensure integrity in lawmaking. 

http://www.state-journal.com/2017/06/23/editorial-judges-tossing-of-ethics-law-to-get-much-needed-review/
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Hartford Courant 
June 17, 2017 

Jon Lender: Lobbyists, Corporate PACs Help Legislator Pay For His Travels As RNC Member  

http://www.courant.com/politics/government-watch/hc-lender-cigar-leadership-pac-20170615-
story.html 

State Rep. John Frey, R-Brookfield, encounters lots of sun and salty breeze in jetting around the country 
to the big meetings he attends as one of Connecticut's two members of the Republican National 
Committee.  

In January 2015, he traveled to the Hotel del Coronado on the palm-treed Pacific Ocean beach outside 
San Diego — famous as the location where the classic comedy "Some Like It Hot" was filmed in 1958, 
starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon — for the RNC's winter meetings.  

In April 2016, he went to the splendid Diplomat Beach Resort, an ocean away in Hollywood, Fla., for the 
RNC's annual spring meeting. Three months after that, it was on to Hilton Cleveland Downtown Hotel for 
the Republican National Convention.  

RNC members go to several meetings a year at deluxe destinations that cost thousands. Frey's San Diego 
trip for the three-day winter meeting cost more than $4,400 by itself, including the $2,519 hotel bill, 
round-trip airfare of about $1,350 and a $556 car rental.  

But Frey doesn't pay for any it — flights, dining, hotel rooms, rented cars and sometimes car service to 
and from the airport for $300 a pop — because his costs are reimbursed by a political action committee 
that he set up six years ago called Leadership Connecticut PAC.  

It's an intriguing little PAC, pretty much unknown outside the little world of Connecticut political 
insiders.  

Its stated purpose is to support federal candidates for the U.S. House and Senate — but its main 
activities, arguably, have been to stage the annual fundraisers to sustain itself and to pay for the travels 
of Frey and Patricia Longo of Norwalk, his fellow RNC member until she retired last year.  

The PAC paid about $32,000 for travel and lodging for Frey and Longo during the two-year federal 
election cycle of 2015-16, according to the latest campaign finance reports on file with the Federal 
Election Commission.  

Another significant expense in 2016 was the $1,157 that Frey paid (and for which he was reimbursed) 
for the 120 to 150 cigars that he said he handed out to Connecticut delegates at the Republican National 
Convention in Cleveland last year.  

All of this goes on quietly. Any notice that Frey's PAC has attracted generally relates to its cigar-night 
fundraising events — such as the latest one on Friday, "An Evening of Cigars, Cocktails and Politics," in a 
restaurant at a Waterbury golf course.  

Friday's draw for contributors — at a minimum $140 and a suggested $1,000 — was "Goodfellas" film 
and TV actor Paul Sorvino, along with his wife, Dee Dee Sorvino, celebrity conservatives who were 
supposed to autograph copies of their new cookbook. More than 100 people showed up, but the 
Sorvinos didn't. Frey announced about 90 minutes into the affair that the actor had fallen ill.  

Friday night's crowd included Republican state officeholders and office seekers, along with the usual 
smattering of lobbyists and business people.  

http://www.courant.com/politics/government-watch/hc-lender-cigar-leadership-pac-20170615-story.html
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That latter smattering prompts quiet conversations among some political insiders, both Republicans and 
Democrats. They shake their heads privately about the fact that Frey is an active legislator who travels in 
style courtesy of a PAC that takes money from lobbyists, whose job it is to influence the actions of 
legislators like him.  

The PAC also takes donations from the corporate political action committees of companies that are 
either regulated by the government or affected by government actions.  

Frey, who has been an RNC member for 10 years, doesn't see these as issues.  

Those contributors don't ask anything in return, don't receive anything, and don't contribute anything 
close to a majority of the money that comes into his PAC, he said in an interview this past week, adding, 
"If you look at the percentage that comes from those sources, it's small."  

The contributors who have those corporate and lobbying affiliations mostly are friends and political 
associates who contribute based on personal relationships, Frey said.  

Frey answered those questions calmly, and so far there's been no significant trouble about such issues. 

 There was one, brief political flareup in 2014, when Democratic Gov. Dannel Malloy pointed at 
Republicans smoking stogies with lobbyists at one of the PAC's fundraisers in the Owl Shoppe cigar bar 
in New Haven; this was when critics were noting how much campaign money Democrats were raking in 
from lobbyists and contractors.  

But that episode blew over as quickly as the cigar smoke.  

As time goes on, though, perhaps more attention will be paid to Frey's PAC.  

The new RNC member from Connecticut who replaced Longo in mid-2016, Leora Levy of Greenwich, a 
prolific Republican political donor, pays for her own travel without any help from Frey's PAC. That means 
only Frey will be getting his travel expenses covered.  

Leadership Connecticut PAC makes annual expenditures of about $30,000 or $40,000, depending on the 
year.  

Some of those expenditures do, indeed, go toward the contributions that are the PAC's official purpose 
in its statement of organization to the FEC.  

Frey said the PAC spends its money on contributions to the state Republican Party of $5,000 a year, 
adding that it gave $10,000 in the past couple of years to the RNC.  

In 2016, it also contributed $9,500 to Republican campaigns — $5,000 to U.S. Senate candidate Dan 
Carter and $2,500 and $2,000, respectively, to U.S. House candidates Clay Cope and John Shaban.  

The PAC also put on a $3,500 nighttime social event for Connecticut convention delegates in Cleveland, 
at a bar and grill with a bowling alley across the street from the delegation's hotel, the Hilton Cleveland 
Downtown.  

The PAC has a few heavy-hitting Republican donors, such as professional wrestling moguls Vince and 
Linda McMahon, the latter of whom now heads the U.S. Small Business Administration under President 
Donald Trump. The Greenwich residents each gave $5,000 to the committee two years ago.  

In 2016, Frey's PAC received $5,000 each from Dolores W. Angel, a Ridgefield homemaker, as well as top 
Bridgewater Associates investment executive Gregory Jensen and his wife, Valerie Jensen, of Ridgefield.  

But it also receives lesser sums from lobbyists and corporate PACs. For example, contributions of $250 
came in during 2015 and 2016 from state Capitol lobbyists Chris DePino, the former state GOP chairman, 



and P.J. Cimini, a Rocky Hill Democrat. Gregory Zupkus, CEO of BNE Energy, a wind-generation company 
regulated by the state, also gave $250 in each of those years.  

In 2016, Frey's committee also received corporate PAC contributions that included $2,500 from the 
Pfizer Inc. PAC; $2,000 from the Pitney Bowes Inc. PAC; $1,000 from the Purdue Pharma Inc. PAC; $1,000 
from Anthem PAC; and $750 from the political action committee of Boehringer Ingelheim USA Corp.  

Frey defended the PAC's heavy spending on his RNC travel, saying, "We've never advertised [the PAC] as 
exclusively going to support candidates." He said when he organized the PAC, "we ran it by the FEC" and 
there was no problem. He said "it's nothing we invented" and he believes other RNC members do the 
same thing in other states.  

Frey said his few heavy-hitter Republican donors give enough to cover the travel expenses by 
themselves.  

Frey is a real estate broker, and he formed the PAC in 2011 after the market collapsed. "When the real 
estate market took a dive, it became really difficult" to get to all the RNC gatherings, he said. "You've got 
some very affluent people who serve on the Republican National Committee. I'm not one of them."  

If being wealthy is "a requirement to be on the RNC," he said, "that doesn't exactly give you a 
crosssection" of the population. 

 

 

Tahlequah Daily Press 
June 21, 2017 

Lobbyists come with territory at Capitol 

http://www.tahlequahdailypress.com/news/lobbyists-come-with-territory-at-capitol/article_8fefc259-
7a37-53b5-8186-54b884c98a99.html 

Listen to lawmakers at the Oklahoma Capitol, and there is a scourge about which they all complain.  

They bewail the lobbyists, infesting the halls of the building, scurrying against its walls and scratching 
under legislators' office doors.  

In the public consciousness, lobbyists are held in much the same esteem as mosquitoes, plague rats and 
attorneys; however, some offer exceptional talents to serve an arguably essential purpose.  

Constituents, groups and business sectors want avenues by which they can strongly convey their 
positions on the most important issues. The lobbyist can be hired to use expertise in the gamesmanship 
of government to win legislative votes that favor the client.  

"A good lobbyist will educate you," said Mike Brown, Cherokee County commissioner and former 
member of the Oklahoma House of Representatives. "They may buy you a dinner and talk over an issue. 
They will discuss both sides, then explain why they want you to vote their way. They will never twist 
your arm with a campaign contribution on the front end and the expectation of a vote on the back end." 

 There may be good lobbyists, and lobbying may be an essential or unavoidable component of 
representative government, but it lends itself to some underhanded tactics.  

"They're really phony people," said former State Sen. Jim Wilson. "They have one agenda: to use you to 
get their stuff done. I once had legislation for the scenic rivers, and I had one lobbyist tell me the chair 
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would never hear my bill unless I took some language out of it. She was that arrogant. Then people 
won't even look at them after the session."  

Brown said many in the lobbying sector are former legislators, and they know their way around the 
capitol and its procedures.  

"During the last few years of my terms, they would come in and blow up and down the halls," he said. 
"There might be 100 from one group, expecting their members to come through with the vote - and 
they did. Elected officials come from all walks of life and they are trying to drink from from a firehose of 
information, and good lobbyists can help you sort through it. The really bad ones were afraid of losing 
their jobs, and that was more important than helping the state of Oklahoma."  

Wilson said he and Brown were once called to a meeting after a legislative session.  

"We had voted against them," Wilson said. "They took Mike and me to a restaurant, and you get this 
feeling, wondering when the gangsters are going to show up. They didn't mind telling us they had given 
$1,000 to each of our campaigns."  

Despite their reputation, not all lobbyists are on the payroll of business tycoons or oil and gas.  

"Everybody out there has a lobbyist, whether they realize it or not, particularly if they are a member of 
some group," Wilson said. "Newspapers have a lobbyist. When I was in the Senate, the [Oklahoma 
Association of Optometric Physicians] had a lobbyist to protect the Oklahoma College of Optometry at 
Northeastern State University. Everybody hates lobbyists, but nobody wants to see the optometry 
college go away."  

The Oklahoma Ethics Commission is tasked with identifying and preventing lobbying abuses. Wilson and 
Brown were complimentary toward the OEC - unless, Brown said, "you defund them until they don't 
have enough soldiers to audit all these guys."  

Oklahoma has three lobbyist classifications that must register and file reports with the OEC.  

• Legislative lobbyists, who work on behalf of the private sector.  

• Legislative liaisons, the state officers and employees who lobby lawmakers.  

• Executive lobbyists, who work year-round to lobby the governor and executive agencies for the private 
sector.  

During the legislative session, all legislative lobbyists and liaisons must file monthly reports from 
February through July, and executive lobbyists must file quarterly reports. Lobbyists for executive 
agencies also must file quarterly reports.  

Brown mentioned an erstwhile colleague, former Democratic State Rep. John Carey of Durant, as 
"someone who could really drill down into those ethics reports and find out where the money was 
coming from."  

Carey, who served from 2002-'10, is a vice president and investment representative for First United 
Bank in Durant.  

"You can go to the [OEC] website and they have to list anyone who donated more than $100," Carey 
said. "They list who is doing what. The tricky thing is, I may not want to show up on your report. I believe 
in what you are doing, so I can make an 'in-kind' donation. It shows up, but there is no name. It might be 
a donation for reams of paper to make flyers, but it can't be more than $100."  



Offering another example, Carey said he could join a bankers' association. Each member could donate 
the maximum to a candidate, then the association could use lobbying to get more money to the 
candidate "than is necessarily allowed."  

"C1R [campaign contributions and expenditures] and ethics reports are the best places to look," Carey 
said. "During the last series of state questions, you might see or hear that the Farm Bureau didn't 
support something, then look at the money they donated, and it showed that. I've always found that 
Ethics Commission reports are the best because they ask you to be pretty detailed now. The OEC works 
hard and does a fantastic job." 


